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SECTION A 

 

(The following extract is taken from a book called “The Wind in the Willows”. Rat and 

Mole are looking for a lost baby otter, but as they row along the river in search of the little 

creature, they hear a strange and beautiful music while dawn breaks).  

 

Breathless and transfixed the Mole stopped rowing as the liquid run of that glad piping 

broke on him like a wave, caught him up, and possessed him utterly.  He saw the tears on 

his comrade's cheeks, and bowed his head and understood.  For a space they hung there, 

brushed by the purple loose-strife that fringed the bank; then the clear imperious 

summons that marched hand-in-hand with the intoxicating melody imposed its will on 

Mole, and mechanically he bent to his oars again.  And the light grew steadily stronger, 

but no birds sang as they were wont to do at the approach of dawn; and but for the 

heavenly music all was marvellously still. 

 

On either side of them, as they glided onwards, the rich meadow-grass seemed that 

morning of a freshness and a greenness unsurpassable.  Never had they noticed the 

roses so vivid, the willow-herb so riotous, the meadow-sweet so odorous and pervading.  

Then the murmur of the approaching weir began to hold the air, and they felt a 

consciousness that they were nearing the end, whatever it might be, that surely awaited 

their expedition. 

 

A wide half-circle of foam and glinting lights and shining shoulders of green water, the 

great weir closed the backwater from bank to bank, troubled all the quiet surface with 

twirling eddies and floating foam-streaks, and deadened all other sounds with its solemn 

and soothing rumble.  In midmost of the stream, embraced in the weir's shimmering arm-

spread, a small island lay anchored, fringed close with willow and silver birch and alder.  

Reserved, shy, but full of significance, it hid whatever it might hold behind a veil, keeping 

it till the hour should come, and, with the hour, those who were called and chosen. 

 

Slowly, but with no doubt or hesitation whatever, and in something of a solemn 

expectancy, the two animals passed through the broken tumultuous water and moored 

their boat at the flowery margin of the island.  In silence they landed, and pushed through 

the blossom and scented herbage and undergrowth that led up to the level ground, till 

they stood on a little lawn of a marvellous green, set round with Nature's own orchard-

trees-- crab-apple, wild cherry, and sloe. 

 

`This is the place of my song-dream, the place the music played to me,' whispered the 

Rat, as if in a trance.  `Here, in this holy place, here if anywhere, surely we shall find Him!' 

 

Then suddenly the Mole felt a great Awe fall upon him, an awe that turned his muscles to 

water, bowed his head, and rooted his feet to the ground.  It was no panic terror--indeed 

he felt wonderfully at peace and happy--but it was an awe that smote and held him and, 

without seeing, he knew it could only mean that some august Presence was very, very 

near.  With difficulty he turned to look for his friend, and saw him at his side cowed, 

stricken, and trembling violently.  And still there was utter silence in the populous bird-

haunted branches around them; and still the light grew and grew. 

 



 

a)   Replace the following words and phrases with a word or phrase of your own: 

 

transfixed (line 1) 

imperious (line 4) 

intoxicating (line 5) 

mechanically (line 6) 

unsurpassable (line 10) 

riotous (line 11) 

solemn expectancy (line 22/23) 

flowery margin (line 24) 

cowed (line 34) 

populous (line 35) 

 

b)   Write two or three paragraphs about this passage saying whether you think it is 

effective or not, and explaining why you hold this opinion.  Look very closely at the 

language of the extract in your answer.  You should quote examples from the text to 

support your arguments.  

 

 

SECTION B 

 

Spend about twenty minutes on ONE of the following: 

 

a)   Continue the passage from the point of view of one of the animals. 

 

b)   Imagine you could go back in time to a particular historical event.  Describe that event 

from the point of view of someone who was there.  Your character can be made up 

but the event must be real. 

 

c)    Write about a time when you felt scared of something.  Describe your thoughts and 

emotions and what happened. 


